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Inside this issue:

Chapter 21 – 2 new members
Chapter 28 – 1 new member
Chapter 34 – 2 new members

Chapter 75 – 6 new members
Chapter 129 – 2 new members

Congratulations and welcome
to our family!

Chapter 136 – 2 new members
Chapter X — 15 new members
Reestablished Chapters:
Chapter 5 is officially reestablished at Hanscom AFB
with President, Ian Cordell;
Vice-President, Dan Fox;
Treasurer Jason Barker; Secretary, Nick Wright.

Chapter 68 – 3 new members

“I Serve……
I Ride.”

Events:
Knights of the Round
Table 2017 (European
Edition)
4-6 Aug 2017 near Bern,
Switzerland
17th Annual Dakota
Thunder Run
8 Aug 2017, Chapter 68
hosting at Ellsworth AFB, SD
7th Annual Charity Rally,
Ride, Roast
26th Aug Maybrook, NY
Chapter 20
Deals Gap Run
22-25 Sep 2017, Simple Life
Campground and Cabins in
Robbinsville, NC
Knights of the Round
Table 2017
12-15 October 2017 Washington, DC
Annual CHOP (Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia)
Toy Drive
Date: TBD, Chapter 1

9th Annual Knights of the Round Table 2017 (US
Edition) Update
The 9th Annual
Knights of the Round
Table event is closely
coming upon us.
Chapter 20 National
Capital Region will be
hosting this years event
in the Washington DC
area.
Registration is open
and closes September

15, 2017. Fees: $60
per rider / $20 per passenger. Hotels and
campgrounds are available, please see registration information at
this link for more details.
http://
greenknightsch20.wixsite.co

m/gkmmc20/
registration
There will be game
tournaments Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
Catered dinner buffet
on Saturday.
Any questions please
email:
krtdc2017@gmail.com
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International Officer Conference 2017
by Alan “Bulldog”
Thompson
For all of the
planning and
coordination that
went into the
2017 International
Officers Conference, it sure went
by fast. Chapter
32 was proud to
have the opportunity to organize the event and
we sincerely hope that all who
attended enjoyed the weekend. I
know that many did. We all love
the riding and the sightseeing but
the best part of an IOC is by far
the camaraderie. Getting to enjoy each other’s company and
harassment while blowing off
some steam is always something
to look forward to.
The only time there was an attempt to get attendance was at
the Officer’s meeting where attendees signed in. However
there were more Knights in attendance that were not officers
and did not attend the meeting.
After reviewing documents, hotel
reservations, photos, etc. the
best estimate is that 20 chapters
and International were represented by the 80+ Green Knights in
attendance. It was a great turnout with Knights riding from
across the country to attend:
Colorado, Arizona, South Dakota,
New Mexico and all up and down
the East Coast and Mid-West.
Chapter 10 was all over the place.
Wait; that was Chapter “X”. Yes,
our nomad chapter was represented in full force. A big shout
out to Ray Sagan and Shane
Woodmancy for getting so many
members there. I know you guys
don’t get together that often with
the geographical dispersion. I
was fortunate enough to be there
when the International President,
Adam Buehler, “Knighted” the
top three for Chapter X and then
they “Knighted” the other members that attended. It was the
ceremonial official start of the
GKMMC Nomad Chapter.
We had some local restaurants in
the plans for the evenings but
things changed due to weather
and well, everyone was already
having a good time in the Hotel
bar and no drive was required.
I’m not sure what other patrons
were thinking when there were so
many leather vests and patches in
the bar. We made ourselves at
home there, food was good and

the drink was cold. We talked
loudly and shouted to others
across the room, stood on a chair
and had toast to those who
couldn’t be there and the fallen
knights whose time had come.
The bar, the pool and the weekend clubhouse (Room 506) were
open to all, until security called.
There were coolers and refrigerators full of beer, but from somewhere a Jagermeister machine
appeared. That machine looked
harmless, but there were many
that felt its wrath into the next
day.

Most of the planned routes were
of the same character, rural two
lane roads that were more twist
than straight and some that were
technical and would test your
skills. Our Road Captain, Drew
“Flak” Faulkner, did a great job
putting together four loops with a
common rally point and the route
from the hotel to the rally point.
The majority of “Red River
Gorge” is contained within the
circle of KY-715 and KY-77, which
was part of the Sky Bridge Loop.
Unquestionably, Natural Bridge is
one of the largest draws to the
Red River Gorge area, however as
motorcyclists, we tend to be
dressed for riding and not hiking,

so
the trip around 715 provides a nice scenic (if not
technically challenging)
ride along typical Kentucky lane-and-a-half
highway through the
Appalachian foothills. At
the northeast end of KY715 is another natural
arch called Sky Bridge, as
a buddy of mine put it,
Sky Bridge offers “The
Most Bang for the Buck”
where motorcycle scenery is concerned. Perhaps half the
size of Natural Bridge, Sky Bridge
is slightly less attended, and permits nearby parking in contrast to
Natural Bridge. Sweeping counter-clockwise around KY-715 you
dead end into KY-77; making a
left, the cliff faces on the western
end of the gorge grow closer and
closer to the roadway as riders
near the Nada Tunnel. Formerly a
rail tunnel built by a logging company, Nada Tunnel is an unlit, one
-lane tunnel through one of the
south walls of Red River Gorge.
Videos simply don’t do it justice,
while the tunnel entrance appears small, the inside of the
tunnel is actually quite spacious,
especially on a motorcycle.

Once visitors had taken a lap
around the gorge, those interested in more “spirited” riding had
opportunities to take three additional loops around the area. The
southwest loop, comprised mostly of KY-1057 and KY-52 offered
riders even more stereotypical
rural two-lane roads (often lane-
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International Officer Conference 2017
and-a-half) through creek valleys
and then mountain curves and
elevation changes as 1057 and 52
climb over the southern ridgelines of the Daniel Boone National forest area. The North loop
offered riders a tour of the pristine twisty pavement along KY-15
over to KY-746 that slithers along
the creek valleys and foothill
ridgelines through rural hillside
farms and pine forests. From KY-

746 it’s a short ride along US-460
to the north end of KY-77 that
takes riders south back into the
gorge. The north end of KY-77 is
loaded with wide sweepers that
follow the farm property lines;
those sweepers begin to give way
to sharper and shaper bends and
blind rises as 77 drops into Daniel
Boone National Forest and eventually passes KY-715 and on to
Nada Tunnel again from the Sky
Bridge loop.
For riders anxious to test their
skills, the Southeast loop has no
less than four hairpin turns.
Again, leaving the Slade Shell
rally point, riders take KY-15 out
beyond Campton to pick up KY1812, which runs 18 miles south
into Jackson. KY-1812, while
freshly paved, is barely wide
enough to be considered two
lanes; fortunately it starts out as
a benign tour of a low lying creek
bed along a lengthy series of rural
farms. After a short merger and
departure with the south end of
KY-15, KY-1812 ratchets up contour complexity as the elevation
increases. Nearing the city of
Jackson, KY-1812 takes riders
through a succession of back-toback hairpins as it climbs the
ridgeline, the second of said turns
often catches riders off-guard as
they suspect they’ve reached the
“exit”, only to discover that it’s a
poorly placed driveway at the 150
degree position. After a break in
Jackson, it was a scenic ride along

the east end of KY-52 along a railroad and into the outskirts of Beattyville to pick up KY-2016. Claimed
to be the favorite road of IOC 2017 by
several knights, Kentucky Highway
2016 is virtually unmarked for
twelve miles from Beattyville to
Rogers, Kentucky. Again, sweeping
along the Appalachian ridgeline on
the eastern edge of Daniel Boon
National Forest, KY-2016 is lined by
more hillside farms, oil pump-jacks,
and tree line; while there are a few
short straightaways to catch your
breath, it is a continuous rollercoaster of two-lane twisties. Each of
these loops are easily tackled by any
rider on any motorcycle; however,
riders should be prepared for highly
technical, rapidly changing road contours, along with intermittent threats
of wild life (and often “pet” life)

along the roadway and constantly
evolving scattered “gravel” conditions as many of these roads run
along unpaved driveways. Oh, and a
last note from a frequent visitor to
the gorge, I’m going to suggest that
KY-77, KY-52, and KY-2016 are “must
ride” roads for visitors that are on a
somewhat tight schedule and don’t
have a lot of time to explore the area.
Based on the weather forecast, the
schedule for Friday and Saturday
were swapped and it turned out to be
a good call. Saturday was a cloudy,
rainy, cool day. But, we had the perfect solution to that……The Bourbon
Trail. Yes good Kentucky Bourbon
will warm you right up and make the
day better. Luckily there were
enough cages around for everyone to
catch a ride and hit a few distilleries.
I don’t think anyone was able to hit
them all, although I think Reload
tried, but there was time to hit 3-4 of
the top bourbon makers. From the
photos that I have seen, Green
Knights were at Buffalo Trace, Jim
Beam, Maker’s Mark, Woodford Reserve, Wild Turkey, Town Branch, 4
Roses, etc. There was a lot tasting
going on and some even went to
work hand dipping bottles in the red
wax at Maker’s Mark. One of the
unknown treasures that I found was
the Buffalo Trace Bourbon Crème.

It’s wonderful, straight, in your
coffee, in root beer, on your cereal in the morning, just any way
you want to drink it.

At the officer’s meeting, the location for the 2019 IOC was selected. Congratulations to Chapter X for garnering the support
to be trusted with the event.
I’m looking forward to what
you have planned for us in
Pennsylvania. But, before we
can get to 2019, we need to
head to Phoenix, AZ as Chapter 28 hosts the 2018 IOC.
Keep an eye out for updates
about the 2018 IOC on the
Facebook page that they have
created. I’m looking forward
to the long ride across the country.
All went well at this IOC, even if
not exactly by the plan. A word
of advice for future hosts, be
flexible and let it happen. And for
the attendees, make sure your
bike is in good mechanical condition, right Ferris? On the last day
as I walked out to my bike, I
found that someone had left this
Bulldog a bone.
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International Officer Conference 2017
IOC 2019 will be in Hershey, PA
hosted by Chapter X. Since this
will be the 20th Anniversary of
GKMMC we will be turning this
into a week-long event. Officers
meeting will be Saturday and area
events include Harley Davidson
Plant Tour, Hershey Park, Gettysburg, and a lot more. Hope to see
everyone out there!

IOC 2018 will be hosted by Chapter
28 Club Strange in Phoenix, Arizona. Please ensure that you book
your room as soon as possible
since April is a busy month in AZ.
April 19-22, 2018
Lodging:
Comfort Suites University of Phoenix Stadium
9824 W. Camelback Road

Glendale, AZ 85305
(623) 271-9005 or (866) 340-2723
Code Name: Green Knights IOC
Rates: King: $99/night
2 Queens: $109/night
Parlor King: $119/night
Parlor 2 Queens: $129/night
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GKMMC Members participate in
30th Anniversary of Rolling Thunder
By David “Fix”
Abildgaard,
Chapter 20
President
Memorial
weekend for
2017 was the
30th Anniversary for Rolling Thunder in
Washington
D.C. This
annual event draws large
crowds and riders from all over
the world in order to pay tribute
to military members who were
either held as prisoners of war
(POWs) or still listed as missing
in action (MIA). More importantly, the main goal of this
event is to ensure 100% accountability and to bring all of
our service members back
home.
As veterans and current service
members, the Green Knights
Military Motorcycle community
shares the same concerns as
Rolling Thunder Incorporated.
Operating from the National
Capital Region, Chapter #20
hosts members from across the
Green Knight's enterprise to
ensure a memorable experience. This year began on Friday evening with a Green
Knights dinner at Lefty's BBQ in
Waldorf Maryland. Approximately 30 members from various chapters showed up for an
awesome meal and some camaraderie. On Saturday,
roughly 36 Knights participated
in a group ride through the
back roads of Southern Maryland and enjoyed lunch at the
Ruddy Duck restaurant.
For the Rolling Thunder ride,
Chapter 20 established two
rally points for all of Chapter
members and associate riders.
The initial rally point was at the

Joint Base Andrews visitor's
center in Maryland with a 0530
departure time. From there,
the Chapter President, David
"Fix" Abildgaard led
20 riders
across the
Woodrow
Wilson
Bridge over
to the final
staging
area in
Alexandria,
Virginia.
At 0615, Fix
called the
riders together and
provided a
safety brief
while also outlining the standard operating procedures for
Rolling Thunder. Prior to departure, the International Chapter Chaplain offered a prayer
and a moment of silence. The
total count for Green Knights
and associates toppled a previous record
with a total of
55 bikes.
Because of
their military
affiliation, the
Green Knights
were allowed
to park closer

to the front of the ride than
most riders. After the bikes
were staged in the Pentagon
parking lot,
many participants
rush to the
vendor
tents in
order to
buy Tshirts, pins,
patches
and other
memorabilia.
From
there, Fix
led the
group to
breakfast
via foot
and metro
to the Silver Diner restaurant. After
returning from breakfast, all
riders had the opportunity to
walk around, share stories,
network, and checkout some
cool bikes.

Around 1300
hours, the
first few rows
of motorcycles began
pulling out
towards the
nation's capital. Unlike
the last 7
years, this
one was
different for
Fix because it began to rain
while their engines were
running and there was no
shelter to hide under. According to Fix, "the skies had
opened up and the rain came
down pretty hard." However, the ride continued as
scheduled and the Green
Knights rolled out when it
was their turn to go. Although the weather created
some hazards and a few
bikes went down along the
route, all of the Green
Knights and associates made
it through without incident.
After the ride was over the
and Knights reassembled at
their starting point in Alexandra, some hung around for a
final lunch at the International House of Pancakes while
others said their farewells
and headed back home. For
some, this meant a long ride
back to Florida, Connecticut,
South Carolina, and New
Jersey. In all, it was a very
successful event and Chapter
20 looks forward to hosting
next year's ride as well.
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Shane “MacGyver” Buss
October 2009 is when I
became a member of the
Green Knights Military
Motorcycle Club. Like
many whose posts I’ve
read, the reason was because I believed what
this group is about. Seven years later I am still
part of the outstanding
Club. I have met some
really great people and
made friends like many

of you. But, the one
thing that I never expected was the FAMILY I
would gain by joining. I
can honestly say that I
am absolutely 100 percent amazed by the
growth of the GKMMC
and its members. You all
make me extremely
proud to be part of this
Club. With a new year
ahead of us, I want to

THANK EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU! I look
forward to meeting
many more of you, reading the great things you
all are doing and continuing to Advocate for the
members of this Club
whenever I am needed.
Thank you all again,
Shane “MacGyver” Buss,
International Member’s
Advocate.

Chapter 67 hosts 3rd Annual Mid-West Meet and Greet
Ogden, UT
Third Annual Mid-West Meet
and Greet was hosted by
Chapter 67 in Ogden, UT
June 23 – 25. Eleven
GKMMC Chapters attended
this weekend long event.
Chapter 3 - McCord AFB,
WA; Chapter 7 - Pikes Peak
Region, CO; Chapter 24 Travis AFB, CA; Chapter 28 #ClubStrange Luke AFB, AZ;
Chapter 67 - Rocky Mountain
Knights, UT; Chapter 68 Ellsworth AFB, SD; Chapter
119 - #Skullbangers Gowen
Field AGB, ID; Chapter X –
Wanderers; International
Safety Director and Webmaster; Eredita - from several
chapters and Chapter 102
from Kirtland AFB, NM.
Itinerary included: Friday, 23
-June: Ben Lomond Suites on
Historic 25th Street in Ogden,
UT. Dinner, social hour, and
Knighting Ceremony for two
newest RMK67 members.
Saturday, 24-June: Ride from
25th Street to the Golden
Spike National Monument in
Promontory, UT, lunch with

the VFW in Perry, UT. Ride
to the oldest saloon in Utah
(pic above) and then back to
the hotel. Total ride distance
was approx. 140 miles
through some of Northern
Utah's salt lake flats and Uintah Mountains. Sunday, 25June: Chapters departed.
Video available via — https://
youtu.be/12ql7DZeWXs
Next years event will be hosted by Chapter 68 Ellsworth
AFB, SD June 22-24, 2018.
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Crossing the (Center) Line
by Michael Smith, GKMMC
Member
We all know that you need
to stay in your own lane.
We've been told the dangers
of going wide in a turn and
ending up in a ditch, or in
oncoming traffic. But what
about doing the opposite?
Riding a corner too sharply.
This is something I've noticed that I did, and so I

started looking around, and
I'm not the only one. When
riding it's not hard to find
someone who riders very
close to the center line.
Some do it out of habit from
driving, trying to stay in the
same relative position as
driving. Others might be
trying to make room for
others in their group, not
wanting to crowd their peers.

Regardless of the reason it's a
bad habit.
If riding in the tire track of 4
-wheeled traffic, you have to
consider the difference between what sticks out past a
cars tire, overhang, and how
wide your motorcycle is.
Most cars will have only a
little fender and the side
view mirror beyond the tire.
Many pickups and jeeps have
tires that stick out almost as
far as the mirrors, their footprint on the ground is almost as wide as the entire
truck. This isn't true for motorcycles. Looking at my
touring motorcycle, it sticks
out 18" from the tire. My
3/4 ton pickup extends only
6" past the tires. This only
gets worse while cornering.
As we lean into those exhilarating turns, we also potentially widen our overhang.

What's worse, your head
might now be the closest
thing to traffic. Think about
that next time you're riding a
decent left curve. A Significant portion of your body
could be over the line. I've
gotten to the point where I
"shift" the bike under me,
pushing the tire further from
the center line, so that I can
maintain relative distance
from center of the road. A
lesson learned from near
misses.
Maybe riding a sharper path
through a turn makes it feel
faster, or that we are a better
rider for cutting through and
pushing our lean potential,
but neglecting your lane
position can have hazardous
results. I mean, do you really
want to kiss someone else's
mirror?

GKMMC 68 Participates in Ceremony
Anyone interested in having
a custom GKMMC sword
made, please contact Josh
Adams
https://www.facebook.com/
NorthwoodBlades/
918-406-8014
northwoodblades@gmail.com

Chapter 68 of Ellsworth
AFB, SD had the opportunity to assist the Legion Riders
from Post 22 in Rapid City
SD to honor those that have
given the ultimate sacrifice!
What an honor to be apart
of this ceremony honoring
the brave men and women
that have fought for this
great nation! Thank You
Tylor (Creeper), Eric, Dakota, Joe (Rocky), Troy (Fester),
and Cole for representing
the GKMMC!
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GKMMC Chapter 20 participates in Faces of Valor Ride
speak. After several
months, he regained
these some of these
functions but still endures many challenges.

By David “Fix” Abildgaard, Chapter 20 President
Chapter 20 had the honor and privilege of participating in this year’s
Faces of Valor ride
through Annapolis, Maryland to help raise money for Captain Luis Avila.
Captain Avila joined the
United States Army in
2000 and served a total
of five combat tours. In
December, 2011 while

deployed to Afghanistan, he was severely
wounded in an explosion. Some of his troops
were killed in the blast
and his injuries resulted
in the loss of a leg, two
heart attacks, two
strokes, and some paralysis. When he arrived
back in the United
States two weeks after
the explosion, he was in
a coma and on life support. Captain Avila
eventually woke up, but
couldn’t see, eat, or

Typically, the honoree
attends these events and
those who participate get
the opportunity to meet
and thank them directly
for their sacrifices. Unfortunately, Captain Avila could not attend be-

cause he was not up for
the trip. However, his
wife called in to
Facetime with the crowd
and thank everyone who
turned out to support
her husband.
Emotions ran high when
Captain Avila did his
best to sing “God Bless

America” to everyone.
The crowd joined in
and the tears began to
flow. If ever there were
a humbling experience
across the Green
Knights enterprise,
this was it!
As the President of
Chapter 20, I couldn’t
be prouder of those
who showed up for
this event or donated

money to Faces of Valor. As a result of everyone’s generosity, Captain Avila and his family will receive a brand
new SUV retrofitted
with handicap accessories.

Gr een Kni ghts Internati onal Newsletter
Adam Buehler
President

Craig “Colt” Colton

David Behr

Vice-President

Sgt-At-Arms

MISSION STATEMENT:
Addressing the needs and concerns of military and DoD civilian riders, through education, safety, knowledge and
the shared joy of riding.

CHAPTERS PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL EVENTS
The following chapters participated in local events:

GO TO OUR WEBSITE:
HTTP://GREENKNIGHTSM

MC.ORG/

Chapter 35 – Fairbanks Motorcycle Racing Lions (track flaggers)
Chapter 32 and 103 –6th Annual tbbf.org Poker Run
Chapter 37 – Women’s Freedom Ride http://www.womensfreedomride.org/
Chapter 35 –CMVA Poker Run & AVMC Memorial Day Ride
Chapter 95 – MC Safety/awareness month ride -- Ride Like a Pro
Chapter 32 –WPAFB Motorcycle Safety Day
Rocky mountain knights – Hill AFB Motorcycle Rodeo
Chapter 24 – Travis AFB Thunder Over Solano Air Show
Chapter 21, 134, 81 – Kevin Kight Memorial Run at Thunder Beach
Chapter 1, 20, X– Replaced flags at Valley Forge, PA
Chapter 117 – Provided Taco Bar for Fisher House of San Diego
Chapter 117 – 3rd annual ride for Autism
Chapter 20 – Annual Christmas in April, PG County; Vacation 4 Vets; Faces of Valor

Motorcycle Safety News
Recall on H-D recalls 57,000
motorcycles over oil line failures
http://www.whio.com/news/
national/harley-davidsonrecalls-000-motorcycles-overoil-linefailures/9Zfv93BfhEBA3Zynb1K
vUP/
Dunlop Tire Recall -http://www.motorcyclistonlin
e.com/dunlop-motorcycle-tirerecall-for-manufacturingdefect-sportmax-q3

Nuviz -https://www.ridenuviz.com/
Budget MC riding gear -http://www.baggersmag.com/
budget-motorcycle-riding-gearhelmets-jackets-gloves-boots
Rear wheel skid -https://riders.drivemag.com/
ww/news/how-to-pull-out-of-arear-wheel-skid-infographic
Motosafe: street strategies -http://www.bmwmoa.org/
general/custom.asp?
page=streetstrategies

Improve your motorcycle riding skills — http://
www.motorcyclistonline.com/
improve-your-motorcycleriding-skills?
con=TrueAnthem&dom=fb&
src=SOC&utm_campaign=tru
eAnthem%
3A+Trending+Content&utm
_content=592dd06fa167da000711
2cca&utm_medium=trueAnt
hem&utm_source=facebook

